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September 30, 2021 

 

Via E-Filing 

 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  

888 First Street, N.E. 

Washington, DC 20426 

 

Subject: Pensacola Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 1494-438)  

Initial Study Report 

 

Dear Secretary Bose: 

 

The Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA) hereby electronically files its Initial Study Report (ISR) 

pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c) for the relicensing of the Pensacola Hydroelectric Project 

(FERC No. 1494).  The purpose of this ISR is to describe GRDAôs overall progress in 

implementing its relicensing study plan and schedule and provides an explanation of variances 

from the study plans and schedules outlined in the Revised Study Plan (RSP), which was filed 

by GRDA in September 2018 and approved with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(Commission) staff-recommended modifications in its November 8, 2018 study plan 

determination letter. 

 

This ISR includes approved study plans (the Terrestrial Species of Concern Study and the 

Wetlands and Riparian Habitat Study), the six study plans approved with modifications (the 

Hydrologic and Hydraulic Modeling Study, the Sedimentation Study, the Aquatic Species of 

Concern Study, the Recreation Facilities Inventory and Use Study, the Cultural Resources 

Study, and the Socioeconomics Study), and the two Commission staff recommended studies 

(the Bathymetric Survey and the Infrastructure Study) for a total of 10 FERC Approved Study 

Plan Reports.  

 

One of the ten studies, the Cultural Resources Studies, contain sensitive information; 

Therefore, pursuant to 18 CFR § 388.112(b) and 388.113(c)(1), GRDA accordingly requests 

designation and special treatment of the reports in their entirety as Privileged material by 

maintaining these reports in the Commissionôs non-public file. 

 

Pursuant to 18 CFR § 5.15(c)(2), GRDA has scheduled an ISR meeting for Tuesday, October 

12, Wednesday, October 13, and Thursday, October 14, 2021, beginning at 9:00 a.m. CDT 

The meeting will be held virtually and is not open to the public due to Covid-19 concerns. An 

informal notification of the meeting location, time, and date was provided to the relicensing 

participants on record on August 31, 2021.  The notice and agenda have been updated to 

include the virtual information.  The agenda is enclosed as Appendix 1 of the ISR  
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If there are any questions or comments regarding this submittal, please contact me by phone 

at (918) 981-8472 or by email at Darrell.Townsend@grda.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Darrell Townsend II, Ph.D.  

Vice President 

Grand River Dam Authority 

 

Enclosure-ISR 

 

cc: Distribution list (see attached) 

 

mailto:Darrell.Townsend@grda.com
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